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The correct spray tip: 
what should you look for?

In order to use less paint and work faster, the spray tip is all important.   
Bear this in mind and you’ll find the right one. 

MaxiMuM flow rate

The product’s maximum flow rate must be greater 
than that of the tip. For example, a tip with a diameter 
of 0.015 inch has a flow rate of 0.91 litres/minute. 
So the product should be capable of at least pumping 
that flow rate.

Material thickness

Thinner materials, such as stains or varnishes, 
require a tip with a smaller orifice.  For more vis-
cous materials, like latex, the orifice must be bigger.  
For extremely viscous materials, the orifice should  
exceed 0.035 inch. 

spray width

With a wider cartridge, the large surface areas are 
painted more quickly, but the paint consumption is 
greater.  With a narrower cartridge, you work more 
slowly, but use less paint and have more control. 
It’s up to you to weigh up which of these you prefer.

to extend the life of your tips! crack the code : 
paa-517

 Work with the smallest amount  
 of pressure that is required 

 Always use the correct filter size

 Don’t forget to clean  
 the filters after use

 Clean the tips with a soft brush 

The first three characters signify the type of tip. 
In this case, ‘PAA’ (Professional Airless Application) 
is a RAC tip. Every type of tip has its own colour: PAA 
tips are blue, while FFA  tips (Fine Finish Application) 
are green, for example.

Multiply the first digit (5) by 5 for the minimum 
spray width when you hold the gun 30 cm 
from the surface area (5 x 5 = 25 cm spray 
width). In this case, the last two digits (17)  
refer to an orifice of 0.017 inch. 



Spray techniques for the best result
In order to obtain a nice, evenly painted surface, the paint must be sprayed consistently.  
There are a couple of simple techniques for this …

Always start at the lowest pressure and increase it 
slowly until a uniform coat appears. Do you still have a 
streaky effect? Add a little pressure.

Point the gun at right angles from the surface, about 30cm 
away. When you use an extremely large spray tip, the  
distance may be greater. 

Start your painting stroke before triggering the spray 
gun and release it before ending the final stroke to 
avoid blotches of thick coating on the ends.

Always point the tip of your spray gun to the edge of 
the previous stroke. If each stroke overlaps the previous 
one by 50%, you will obtain an even effect.

Is your coat of paint too thick? Move the gun faster, 
using a smaller tip and a wider range, and keeping 30 
cm away. Is it too thin? Do the reverse. 

Instead of moving your gun back and forth across the 
corner, aim your gun into the corner and spray along it.  
It’s easier that way. 

More information on
www.graco.com

Tilting the gun in one direction
or the other to spray at an angle
causes an uneven �nish.
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set the correct pressure keep 30 cM distance apply the ‘triggering technique’ 

apply the ‘overlap technique’ go for the perfect thickness focus on the corners


